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And David was greatly diſtreſſed, as 
"the people ſpake of foning him, be= 


| cauſe rhe ſoule ate PO os 
| . grieved, ev man for bis ſonnes, 
| "and for his danghrees + me David 
| encouraged bimſafrin the Land bus 
Gods , 


oy woe Roper 


COMEORT. 


rv particularly enlar-| , 


om the tauſes and |* 


- 
caule (over and above his 


* private loſle) is the muti. | 


nie of his 9) wne people, 
Sbincrod up- 


p_ arc 1. 
the loſle of their <1. 


dren,taken by the Amale-' 


kites (againſt whom their 
'zeale ſhould have beene 
greater) and thereupon in 
the nextplaCe would have 
ſtoned David as the au- 


thour of ſo much miſchief. | 
David then, was.in danger | 


of his head: he was like &- 
nough to. dyc by the hand 

is friends, as a malefa- 
Qor without triall-; & this 
Airefes him. Now 0K 
tne 


&s thereof. The 


"=" David _m = 
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at Ziklaz: | 
the effects ® David firſt 


| comforts & ſtaies hinffelfe 


on God, who was able to 


help all,being the Lordy8: | 
| ready,being his God. Se- 


condly,having comforted 
himſelfe in God, he con- 


ſults with God: where 7. 
' the meanes on his part is 
| mentioned, Gods . owne 


| means: 2. the anſwer on 


Gods part,a direQ anſwer; 
both for the meanes to be 
uſed;8 ſuccefleto bee ex 


| pected : he ſhould follow; 
| &he ſhould certainlyſpeed: 


We will not foreſtall anos 


| ther by any exaR enquiry 


into the words, but acquaint 
you with ſome generall 
meditations , that have 
ragel A 3 been 
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 beento one and may beto| © 
| youg ſome whatulefuil, - 
Do#,1+ Firſt,this is in ſight: That 
the Lord. doth ſometimes 
ſuffer his deareſt ſervants! 
to bee greatly difſtteſled : 
Men greatly beloved, as 
David was,are many times 
oreatly ſtraightned , as 
David was. Toprove this, | , 
ho ;legr time. ns, 
When they arechicfly | 
thus difirelſed ; ſecondly, | 
Why:and as for kindes of 
diſtreſſes;, wee ſhall touch 
them.in application, and ſo | 
fayetime. It ſhall ſuffice 
(for the preſent)to ſay, that ' 
Gads children drink of alt 
watcts, & have experience 
of all afflitions, and that 
_ chiefly 
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at Ziklag. 

- to! chiefly in theſe times. Firſt, 
_ . | when they havelcft Gods 
kat. counſels , and followed.. 
1cs| their owne devices. Gods - 
nts] children are never worſe- 
d :;| hampered, thaninnetsof 
as their owne weaving: when 
fa they will be witty either a» 
__ Aur A — without 
Is. A Pina woes i 
ry | full chreed, a Spiders web, 
ly | Forcarnall reaſon isa very 
Vo bad counſelour, and puts a 
5f| man upon evill mcanes; © 
h | andnone cattdraw agood 
o| concluſion fromill premiſe. - 
6 ſes, butonely God.Therg- 
It left Gods wiſedome and ' 1 
e his waics, and 'betaken 4 
ec themſclves to their owne: - 
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wit and vrayes, they have | al 
plunged themſelves won- þ 


derfully. A man is ſecure | 
and coafidentin his owne | P 
courles; like a childe that 
leaves his fathers counſel], 
and followes his owne ; 
andthe freſh-water Soul- 
dier,that will. bee a Pilot, 
before heis fit for a Mari- 
ner;'& thereupon runs: his 
ſhipupon'the ſands.” Thus 
Towah was greatly diftreſ= 
fed when he would be wi-: 

ferthan God: thus Abra-: 
ham greatlydiſtreſſed, Gep. 

25.whicn he would live by 
hiswits thus Duvid, hee 

hadſoc6trived itthat hei- 

ther Saul nor Achitophet: 
nor any of them all ſhould 

touch him, & now he1s 10 


_ at Ziklag.. 
all their dangers,  unleſſe 
God helpe him out. And 


' never doe Gods children 


pleaſe themſclves greatly 
in their own cotrivements,. 
but thus they ſpeed: where. 
they expect great lafety,, 
they are greatly endange- 
red;where much comfort, 

greatly diſtrefſed,,. *  --. 
Secondly, when they- 
have received great bleſ- 
ſings and comforts from 
God,then comes pride 8& 
ſecurity,and that's a fore- 
runner ofa fall .Greatmer- 
cies work great thoughts - 
& ſpirits in us ; and great. 
thoughts make way - for 
oreat aftlictions. We will. 
not . inſtance in - Nebu- 
A 3 chad: 
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5. Davids Comfort 
chidnezzar., David prof-- 


pered greatly, God had ſet 
im_on. high :, made his 
mountaine ſtrong,his heart 
grew. ſecure, then came 
trouble. HeJekiah was 
orcatly. diſtreſſed , and 
when -wasit * after great 
deliverances and bleſſings. 
Uzziah and Aſathe like, 
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Mans heart cannot bearea- 
great meaſure of comfort, | 


no more than his head can 
a great meaſure of wine : 
therefore either God min- 
gles their wine when they 


rake it, or preſently after ; | 


or elſe they begiddy, and 
muſt be diſtrefled, Hence 


folations had preat temp- 


fations: 


2 Cor. 12+ Saint Paul after great Cons. 
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tations and: afflittionsy + - 1 


and the blefled Virgin 


Mary, in Saint Luke, is Lites, ' 


told of a fword when of 
a ſonne, that muſt through | 
her heart as well as Chriſt 
through her loynes. 

3+ Thirdly, when they 
beeto receive ſome great + 
comfort from God, when 
God hath ſome greatem- 
ployment or prefermene, | 
or deliverance, Or con- 
folation in ſtore. for his 
children, hee makes way 
thereto by fome great at- 
fliftion of bodice ; mindse,. 


| Rate, friends, &c. as men |; 


lay - the foundation very . 


| deep when they -meane 


to raiſe; the building very - 
highs . 
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' bigh.- Thus | Zoſe ph was 


greatly diſtreſſed ; but 
when? when he nuſt be 
Prince ſhortly after: thus 
David: greatly impoveri- 


ſhed,when2 when ſhottly 


after he miſtcome to the 
Crowne: Generally, as in 


dark nights it is darkeſt tos 


wards day-breake: lo *tis 
with the Saints of Go; the 
ſharpeſt fir is ever-at the 
birth when they bedelive- 
red of their ſorrow. So God 
makes his comforts more 
raſtefull, & lefle davgerfull 
to them; & therefore firft 
\BArres thera, then makes 
the; undoes them, cruſhes 
them;6: then raiſes thE up. 
Thele be ſpeciall times: 


the. | 


*he Wines horld have - 


' will notuſe an Tron inſtru-miak as, , 


| firſt ſeaſon it,and then im- 
| ployit after. Thus while 


| himlſclfe, his Church, his: 
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been firſt noted,viz. when 
Gods-children have got- 
ten ſome ſtock & ſtrength; 

for the Lord is wiſe, and 


ment to threſh out Ctum- © 
minzhe will not Iay weight 
upon green: Timber, but 


Peter was young, hee wal- tot, ar, 
ked at large, butafter was 
diſtreſſed. Thus: for the 
When. 

Now Why doth God 
bring ſuch diſtrefſes on 
his? you-may partly gheſle 
by the When, He reſpets 


particular children init. 
Fuſt,. 
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f Fvcſi r. > God gaines glow le 
many wayes by this. Firſt, | ; 
his power is ſeen in their t 
diſtteſſes, his love, good- c 
neſle, truth, 8&c. Then the | a 
Saints can ay with 7ob, | 
| Teb 43.5. Now ine eyes have ſeene | f 
thee. £ 
Secondly, then not ons |} 
ly preſent power and mer-' | þ 
Cie is ſeene, but former: | « 
We ſce what power was |; 
uſed in preventing milery, | « 
what mercie .in giving | 
|| comfort. 
[| - Andthirdly, then God * 
|| ſhall have their cuſtome | « 
| and company. . Children | j 
| that care not for Parents in | 
I proſperitie, will tothem in; | {, 
miſery; they't come early., ' 
CC | 


|. 
[f 
þ 
1:3 
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wy | come every whit of them. . 
lt, | Davidcould comfott him- 
CIC |ſelfe in his wives, in. his 
d- | children before, butnow 
he | all are met in God;no wife 
#, |but God, no. child nor 
#e | friend but God: now hee 

goes all one way, andnow 
f- | his confeſſtonsand prayers . 
I-'| bee ſuch as will | ſet out 
r: | God indeed; prayes more 
aS | and more ſpiritually than 
Ys | ever, &c. . | 
WB | Secondly God aimes at Reef >; 

| the Churches good in 7 
xd | this. 1. whileſt ſhe is a ſpe« 
ie | Rator, the layes about her 
N | in the getting and cxerci- 
17 | fing of grace: others deepe 
It | forrowes.. makes all fee 
v., *ow.necdfull it is; to get-. 

2{1iC much | 
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tnres ina readineſle.2.theſe 
ſirre- upto prayers, mer- 
CiEs, &C. as when Peter is 
in Priſon, one beheaded, 
another impriſoned, they 
thought *rwas time to pray; 
therefore 47s 12. they 
{t about it carneſtly,: So 
for mercy, whenthey ſaw 
the Church diſtreſſed ; fa- 
mine comming towards 
her, they- ſave and lay up, 
as Joſeph tor Egypt.2.when 
themlclves be afflicted, the 

helpethemſclves by the - 
flitions of others. Such 
went before me in this affli- 
Qion,and Godloved then, 
why not mz? Such cryed 
and ſped well-;why not I? 


much faith;patience, Scrip- ; 
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73 Zikla. Q 
Pfal. 24. They follow the 
cloud,and do not miſcarry, 
Heb. 12. 


Thirdly, God aymes at Reef 3. 


. the parties good in great 
diſtreſlcs : hereby they are 
tryed; humbled, have ex- 
| perience of their frailties 
and ' graces. A Chriſtis 
an knowes little of him- 
ſcke till much diſtreſſed, 
! neither. what his weake- 
nefle, nor what his ſtrength 
in-Chriſt is : - hee neither 
ſees. how poore himſelfe: 
is,nor how great his Godis. 
2. hereby they are brought 
to: receive often ſentence 
| of miſery, death, hell in 
themſelves ; and 'tis good: 
| totaſte theſe things before 
PL by WC. 
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we feele them; twill em- 


pty a man of himlelfe, and 


_ him truſt in the li- 


God; 'twill learne 
kim thoſe three leſſons of 
Chriſtianitie that S.. Pay! 
hathclapt up in one verſe, 
Phil. 3. 3.vi5.t0 worſhip 
God Pinally, to make 


Chriſt his joy,to lay down 


all confidence in the fleſh : 
and 3 hereby they are 


made helpfull to others... 


There 15 Inttle to: be expe. 
Qed from man till deeply 
plunged. 1. Hce cannot 


otherstill experience 


taught him.. 2. Hee: , 


will not be ſerviceable till 
aflitions haye humbled 
and broken him. 3. Hee 
knowes 


Alam 


knowes. not. how to com» 
fort others, till himſelfe 
hath been wounded and 
healed. But when he hath 
learned by experience, hee 
can make his owne plaiſter 
ſerve another man, and 
comfort him in the ſame 
afflition with the ſame 
conſolation. And-: thoſe 
be the ſweeteſt and ſurefk 
 comforts,when a man'can 


ſay, My caſe was juſt the. 
ſame-, and here- 1s -i the- 


Scripture, the. medicine 
that wrought the cure in 
me,2 Cor.1. 

Firſt for the wicked: 
leavethem but thefe Scri- 
pturey to thinke upOoN- If 
thu he done-to the greene 
| zree, 


at Ziklag. "PN 
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Davids Comfort 
tree, what ſhall bee done to 
the dry ? If God beginne 
with the people that call 
upon his Name , what ſhall 
he end of the enemies 
bee ? cAre there not ſtrong 
plagues for the workers 
of Iniquitie, Job 31.ſhall not 
they be diſtreſſed 2 
2.” The chiefe Ule isto 
Saints:Let not them queſti- 
on their ſon-ſhip becauſe of 
afflitions. In his noneage 
the Heire differs little from 
a ſervaht : Youcan make 
no © certaine-- coticluſion 
_ from-outwardthihgs : doe 
+ notoffer it, unleſſe you will 
wrong God, Chriſt,the ge- 
neration of the Juſt ,” your 
owne ſouls, allat once. , 
O : 


Þ 


0b. But what ſhall bee 
ſaid to extraordinary. affli- 
Gions * | 

Anſ.1. It ſuch, God hath 
determined the caſe in Job 
againſt thoſe diſputants : 
Theyare no good proofes 
of a bad perfon or conditi- 
on, | 

Ap. 2. But ours be not 
extraordinary,nothing hath 
befallen us, but whatis hu- 
mane. - | 

0b. No? when did you 
heare of ſuch adearth as is 
now.upon us 2 An. When ? 
why. when an Aſſes head 
was worth foure pound, 
2 Kine. 6. Therefore infer 
nothing againſt the truth of 
our Church from Wes: 

O p 


| at Ziklag. A. - 


. 
:2<} 
FE 


- \ ny El » q » nd C - i AT. - - 
+ » ad : _ 's "# "Wo - * - 4 - - b = 
> 4 "py * i 2 PF . \ 4 y k m 4 . 
by my - " p >, 
: » - » . : 
"Sb 3 *L : ; % 
E | Davids Comfort 


Ob. Oh but would the 


living God ſo afflit meif 


his Child 2 
' An.So :how ? 

06. O I ain croſſed in 

© childe as no man was, 
fo ungratefull, ſo unnatu- 
rall ! | 

Anſw, Yes, except Das 
vid, I z and yet thoſe be- 
loved. 

06, OhbutI have ſuch 

2 beaſt to my. husband as 

no woman ever had. 
An.Y es, Abigail. 

O6b.Oh bur my cſtate is 
broken allto pieces, Iam 
nothing worth. 

An. So was David af 
Ziklag: ſo Naomje: and yet 
beloved. | ; 

| 06, 
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at Ziklap. 
0bjet#. Oh but I have 
fold all, and now want 
bread. | | 
_—_ So the Widow 
Sarepta, 2 King. 4 
| Neh. 5. Lam.4. and yerbe. 
| loved; 
| 0%, Ohbutmybodicis 
| ſinittentoo. 
Anſ. So Davids 'and 
| _+ and yet beloved of 


6 Oh: but my ſpirit 
| is wounded, Iamſcorcht 
with the flames of hell; 
part _ it in my: conlcis 


ed. But I am difa. 
Soma ferviee, Tear 
| , _ 


FO ied: Canfors 
neither- pray , nor read, 


nor heare; nor live, Not 
dye. 

A#7 So'the Saints Pal 
102.the'. Church in Fe 
and yet beloved.” 

06. Oh but Lam torne 
topicces with-heliſhblaſ- 
Pacmnous Temptations: ! 

;-4nſw.: Chriſt had, ſuch 
offered outwardly; yet. 
loyed. 

06:ButT ain haled' with 
luſts, now: impure luſts, 
now coveteous luſts, re- 
. vengefull /luſts ,; dod they 
make me weary of my. life. 
So Paul, Rom.7. Gal.s, yet 
beloved. What then:is.to 
be reſolveid upon 2: Surely, 
thatheiher things:prefent; 


nor 
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of Ziklas, | 


' nor things [to come, ſhall 


ever ſeparate us from the 
loveof God ; forno affli- 
Qions forfeit our Title. 
06ject, Oh but mine bee 
ſinnes, paſſions , tempts- 
tions. - * 
cAnſw, Let them bee 
what they will bee; if they 
be aflictions to us; if they 
tireus, wolind us, make us 
cry to God, as Je wr 6g 
4a, when they purſue us, 
they weaken not our Title. 
Oh but that the ſmart of 
them may doe without the 
hatred of finne,- they may 
weary men becaule'pain- 
full, not becauſe finfull, 
They may, but 'marke, 1. 
theſe two be 'not well op- 
B poſed: 
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Da vidsComfort- 
ipofed-:-often the painful. 


Nelle comes from the {in- 
folneſle; were they not ſin- 
full,wee:could brook thera 
well enough for their plea- 
ſuce and profit, . 2+ if oppo* 
ſed, paine'in hypocrites 0n- 
ly followes finnes commit- 
ood, Thouart diſtreſſed bo. 
fore -hagd, and in great 
feare Jeſt thou ſhouldeſt 
commit itzas-P awl,YV ho ſhall 
deliver me from the body of 
death ? 2. great finnes are 


Prigtul 'ondly,, if nothing 


Paine be-hecded. Thou 
arttroubled with the firſt 
motions, a whole: body of 
finne.. 3, finne is: onely 
painfull to-the unlanQi- 
Ted, Thou: art on 


ow” Zildes. 
2s much for want of faith, 

love, humilitic, thankful- 
ncflc, as for the oyerflow- 


| ing of ſinne. 4, painmakes 


| one howle,butnotto God, 
at leaſt in-the firſt place. 
But fſinne: drives a David 
firſt to Gad, then tomen 
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ends in prayer, not in cha- 
fing deſpaire. And is it 
'thus with thee 7 cither 
—_ David, or fay, 
a man may:bee crofled in 
wite, childe, houſe, goods, 
_ kin{mes ;- all ar 

nay harrarded j in Is 
life, nd in bis ſoule, 
troubled in his conſcience, 
plungedanto a fea of miſe- 
ri6s, and yet be deare £0 
| God, a bkfſed man, aglo- 
B 2 ious 


Dayids Comfort 
rious Chriſtian, witneſle 
David. | 
|. - Doff. Tnthe next place, they 
| thinke and ſpeake of ſto- 

ning David. Sec ourna- 

ture; in croſſes weare apt 
to flye: upon: men , rather 
than to fall downand hum- 
bleour ſelves before God. 

Thus were- the Iſraclites 

crolled', they murmure at 

Moſes, and they will ſtone 
him. Want they water 
ſtone Moſes. Want they 
: meat 2 ſtone «Moſes, And 

thus the king of 7/rae/at Sa- 

maria, Ahib for Eliah,. &rc. 

Nay , wee ſee: this diſcaſe 

too ſtrong in Saints, Sara/ 

in Geneſis 16, Aſa, &e. 
Reaſ. 1. The reaſon is | 

a cleare: 


"at Ziklas. © * 


cleare: firſt, we ſtoope not 
to God, becauſe we are na- 

turally emptic of Faith: we 

cannot fee him, wanting 

aneye that's ſpirituall; wee 

will not, becauſe wee cx. 

pe no help from him; and 
it is Faith that makes us 

ſtoope, Lam.23. 

2. Wee chafe' at man, 
becauſe proud z and there. 
fore frerfull and complai- 
ning: 2. guilefull, and 
therefore rather tranſlate 
thani:confeſſe” our faults ; 
like children, that will ra- 
ther quarrell with ſervants 
for. complaining , than 
themſelves for offending. 

Uſe 1. Fearethis diſtem- 


iS ) per in nature, and watch 


B 3 which: 
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which way our hearts are 
working intheday of affli- 
Qion: Ulnleſte the croffe 
bee very immediate, our 
hearts breake out towards 
men rather than Gods. and 
we ſooner fret, chafe,threa- 
ten,; curſe, than contfefle, 
pray, ſubmit : and this is a 
fearful): ſinne,; beware: of 
*. And now let's not ſpeak 
inthe language of the wic- 
ked ; *Tis long of David; 
therefore” ſtone him : *tis 
long of Cotne-maſters , 
who hold in Corne , that 
there's ſuch ſcarcitie, there. 
fore downe. with them: 
tis long of incloſers,there- 
fore downe with: them : 
is: long of hard Lands 

Nil lords, 


lords, and therefore downe 
with them ;, long :of Mev. 
chants that tranſport:  'tis. 
long of ſome mens pride, 


2 = C . - 
\ 7 - _ - hy _ — l s —— 8 . 
6 b a | "II 
Þ , ; b 7 Fre” « 
Z 4 s 
"WR =, 
- l \ © » 
_ is . 380'E 
. - "_ No 
, = : ry I3- *4.,7 
" . # * 
” PR” 
"= 
. 


; | others waſtfulneſle, others: 


wantonneſle; andſa-grow 
bitter againſt others : ' But 
fay, 'tis long of. mee, and 
my fathers houſe, my 
finncs have increafed wrath 
upon Tract; I- have been 
proud, wanton, waftefull; 
abuſed plentie, murmured, 
&c.. I have finned the 
finnes.'of others, in that I 
bave ſpoken'of them with 
more delight than griefe,in 
that E have not wept for 
them, ſtood 'in- the: -gap'; 
otherwiſe God would ne. 
ver beat anothers ſinnes 
B 4 On; 
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en'my back: Thus let's 
doe, or 2t our own fins; 
befoole: our ſelves, and: 
not onely ſo, but in ſtead: 
of chafing at men, caſt 
downe - Gur: ſelves. before 
God, fee (the rod, ' and: 
God appointing it : that 
done,gocto Godas David 
doth-, goe by faith, goe 
in the works of repentance, 
goe tor .counſaile; lye at 
bis : foote; ſaying, Lord 
we yecld,we yeeld: if thou 
wilt bave us poore,we will 
bee /-poore ; :if thou wile 
have: our.goods, houſes, 
babitations;here we are, & 
we religne that which we 
have forfeited. a thouſand - 
- mes, : 'This the onely revs } 
| medy 


at” EMI: 
medy there's left us. Wee' 
muſt not ſpend ourtime in. 
/ inveighing againſt' others, 
' but in accuſing our ſclyes: 
| wee muſt notimbitter our 
hearts, by dwelling upon 
the inſtruments, but hum- 
ble them by looking up 
to God, and huſh them by 
a free ſubmiſſion of our 
ſelves. Fretting doth but 
encreaſe our miſery,. ſub- 
jeRionand yeeldance only 
eaſcth us ;.and therefore 


. - ſayas they, Lamz..22:40. 


2. Comfort, if ſtormes 
doe not breed-thiſtles and. 
nettles in our ground '* 
Comfort, if croſſes doe 
not draw paſſions, oathes, 
Curſes, repinings, raylings, 

B 5 ut: 
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but- prayers, confeſſions, 
&c. trom us, O'ris well+ 
when being let bloud,- 


our. veynes fend. out 
chat. which is pure, not 


now that which is blacke, 


poyſoned : This argues a 
good conſtitution, yea the 
finger of God ; for crofles 
of rhemſelves are nor ſo 
much as purgative , _ much 
tefle alrerative; 'Tis grace 
that changes our comple- 
xion , and tis as good a 


fene- when croſlcs take 


welt. as. when the Word 
doth. . If then- wee finde 
that. our croſſes ſend us 
homeward ; ſct us againſt 


our finnes make uscryour, 


becauſe wee can forgive 


NQ. ; 


| 


| 


AR 
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' at Zia 
no more, beareno more; 
becauſe weebce ſo full of 
wrath, paſſion , &c. lets 
blefle God for this cure; 
for nature cbafes, 'morta= = 
lity bites it inz only ſanti. 
tie makes finne odious, 
Kirres up defires of grace, 
puls downe fleſh , fcrs up 
God in Chriſt ; inſhort, 
unproves the croflc. ' 
Followeth, Their ſoules ng; 
are bitter for their children: 
fo the childes miſery is the 
parents bitternelle:* Tis gall 
and wormewood to a pa- 
rent to ſee his ſonnes and- 
daughters delivered to mi- 
{ries. 
Reaſ.It cherebegrace in 
the parent, then the parent 
lees-, 


* 4 
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ſees. his owne finne inthe 
childes {mart : :It grieves a 
good mano ſec a beaſt,; a 
ſtranger :bleed. for him, 
muelrmore hischilde.. 
2: It;bur pature, yet na« 
ture. is:ſtrong; inworking, 
that: hath:fo' mingled. ta- 
thers and children, that in 
one both are ſmitten ; 
both bleed and {mart ; 


- = both live and-dye' toge- 


ther. 

- Uſe 1. For - ungratefull 
children:: Thinke of this ;; 
your - forrowes are your 
parents. ſorrowes', your 
ſhame theirs ,. your painc 
theirs, your loſle theirs 
aod-if you love not your 
{c}ves, love your parents : 


-— 


» > iii x — 
—_ - - = 


_ es re ee er 


at Ziklay,” 
kill not them by your wic- 
kedncflc,fil not their ſoules 
with gall who. have ted 
you with mwilke., 

_ U/e 2. Againſt thoſe 


| that, xobbe and{poile, ops 


prefſe,: .Acfraud; and begs 
gar:young and old; the: 
mother and 'the childe: 
upon her: Oh'cis a feare. 
full gnne to: ruine houſes 
and rownes, to lay whole 


families on heapes, to ſet: 


father, mother, ſonne, 
daughter all on weeping ; 
the crie of ſo many will 
ſurely to heavcthe ſmart 


of. ſo-many will deepely 


imbitter 3 when chil- 
dren ſhall cry to parents 
for breadand they have it 


not, 


F Wc. 
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not;; when they ſhall call 


for portions and they haye- 


none, for coates and they 
haye none, food and mo- 


and they have none, 


when they ſhall looke one 
way. on the miferics of 
their children,another way 
on the unjuſtice ; unmer- 
cifulnefle, oppreſhon of 
Land-lords, of Creditors; 


and fee themſelves and 


theirs for-ever betrayed to 
miſery through - the de- 
faultof others 5 Ohthis fils 
the heart with many a bit- 
ter thought, the mouth 


with many a bitter cutſe;. 


the father curſes, the mo- 
ther curſes, the ſonne 
curſes.the daughter curſes; 
| they, 


at Zitklas.- 


they lyeat God, andgive 
| himno teſt till he revenge 


perſons: and that God that 
would-not havea bird kilVd 
from her young;wil heare 
theſe curſes, and make the 


. earth, and ſtones and walls 


of mens houſes, and lands 

to feele them:Oh then doe 

not-robbe, kill, cruſh mens - 
fonnes and daughters, this 

will worke bitterneffe in 

others,to us,to ours. 

H/e 3. Forinſtrudtion to 
us all : Isit ſo bitter toſee 
our childrens in miſery, 
captivity ? then meetthe 
Lord-before ſentence goes. 
forth , leſt our-ſoules be. 
wade buter for our _ | 


d: VaVic [777 ort 
and daughters: ſhould the 
Lord ſend the {word a- 
monegſtus to. our Ziklags, 


and wee ſhould tee our 


daughters raviſhed , our 
ſonnes butchered before 


our cycs, would not this 


bee bitter 2. Should we ſee 
ones legge off, a ſeconds 
arme, a . thirds head, a 
fourth crying to us, hang- 
Iipg on us, would not: this 
be bitter: ſhould vie ſee the 
Amalekites in our land, 
our children. carried away 
for {laves,. would not” this 
bebirter 2 ſhould our chil- 
dren fall in the ſtreets for. 
bread , dye for thirſt, they 
ready to cate up. us, wee 
xeady.to chop them tothe 


pot, 
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at Ziklag. 
ft, would not. this: bee 
itter:2 Ohhow could our 
eyes behold theſe things? 
How: could our ſoules di- 
geſt ſo- great bitterneſle * 
Oh- Ict us now prevent 
this, that -wee may never 
ſee or feele it: Tell mee 
not, there's no danger: 
the Word of God is a- 
ainſt us ; moſt. of thoſe 
nes which have brought 
Captivitie , . Sward, Fa- 
mine upon others, are:a« 
(t us : wee ſee the 
Lord hath begun already, 
and our brethren have be- 
gun tous inthis. bitter cup. 
Ohthe bitter lamentations 
in Germanic !- fathers,mo- 
thers, weeping for their 
ſonnes 
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fnncs that: bee:nor: Oh, 
England, ' tooke to'itthae 
wee drinke not vp the 
dregges ; Oh that thow 
wouldſt faſt and mourne: 
m publicke ; Oh that yow 
would each - in private. 
Here each man wept bit». 
terly for his ſonnes and: 
daughters, but ir. was too; 
hte,thcy werepone: Nay; 
twas nottoo late 3 | 
gone , teares . will watt 
them home againe : thoſe 
teares that will recover 
children , will continue 
children $5 therefore each 
man for himſclfe, forhis 
fodnes, weepe apart, Pray, 
faft, mourne, wives apart, 
husbands apart, children 
apart ; 


at Ziklay. 
apart ; 'ſtand before the 
Lord as: jebrſbaphat: did 
with yourlittle ones , and 
ſay, Oh Lord ſpare our 
Ziklags, our houſes, ous 
ſons, our daughters, ſpare 
them from the ſword, 
from famine , from peſti- 
lence, from miſciie : and: 
who: knowes: but that: the 
Lord may yet haye'mer- 
ey? 
Hee comforted hims 
ſelfe (or , ſtrengthened; 
all is one)for the joy ofthe 
Lord is ſtrong. | 

Def. The world is ne- 
ver ſocmpty of comforts 
but that comfort may bee 
found in God : though 
there bee ſomewhat. a 

. dearth 
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dearth of comfort in: the 
carth\, yet Gods houſe is 
ever filledz in heaven com-- 
fort is to bee had when:; 
none .in carth, in God 
when none in .creatures. 
Daniel, David, P aul;chou- 
{ſands would witneſle this, 
if needfull, 

The inſtance is plaine: 
when- -David could not 
comfort himſelfe in his 
wives, nor his :children, 
nor his goods , nor in.any 
thing under the Sunne, he 
could in ſomething above 
the Sun, &c. And the Rea- 
ſonis at hand. , 

Reafon: 1. God is the 
God. of : all conſolation, 
the Spring of comfort y if 
any 


at Ziklag. 

any water 'tis in the Sea, 
if any light 2cis in the Sun, 
if any comfort =tis. in God, 
there it reſts,there'tis when 
no where clſe. 

. ...2. God is: All-ſuſhci- 
ent: ; there the heart finds 
every want ſupplyed, eve- 
ry good thing lodged : if 
;the diſcouragement grow 
:from': wants , want-.of 
power,want of wiſedome, 
of comfort , of - helpe, 
there the heart reccivesan- 
{wer ; in God there iS e- 
nough; there'tis to be had, 
and that freely, As God 
is Al-ſufficient to furniſh 
us with all neccſlaries, ſo 
Infinite inpower, wildome, 
na da. 

A 


all evils, feared or 'folt.,/ If 


our diſcouragement \grow 
from evills teared, look up 
to. mn, andhe can; prevent 
all, as you ſce in:Dawidand 
Heſters [tory , and Paw! : 
David rasneere wo killing 
when 8aul was now ready 
to chop wpon' him; the 
Church in #efter was at 2 
low'ebbc, whem the lat 
. wasCalt ;/Pawl vrhen forte 
had vowed his death;Peter, 
-when thenext day he muſt 
dirs -and but onc- night, 
houre, ſtepbctwoene dearh 
and him, yevreſcued. 

2. If affligtions have 
overtaken us, and diſcou- 
-raged as, 'looke 1 againe, 
and ſec how ally 7 

or 


mn. PEE" bu FIY w—. 4% wo. 


n fa F TY —Y «aa A — II = —_—_ 


at Ziklags 

Lord' can take thom off 
this wetk David bath'hei» 
ther wife, nor childe, nor 

come , :nor <catteH,, and 
by the next hee hath his 
owne, and a great dale 
more”: this yeare you ſee 
heis worſe than nought;far 
wealth, the next a King ; 
yea Peter-can tl] you, thar 


mypriſoament may bee for 
a night , dcliverance ere 
; mornings Davids heavi 
neſſe may bee your gueſt 
this night, joy to morrow, 
Pſal. 30. 

3..It aqparprojms be lon 


will 
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will revive you, and you | 


| Tohis'5, 


with comfort, and ſweeten 


ſhall live mhis ſight. Hee 
'can heale old waunds in a 
ſhort ſpace; as in'the capti- 
vitie, in the man in the Go- 
ſpel; and deepe wounds 
with a little 'tent; When 
Davidis broken all to pic- 


ces, his eſtate to pieces, his 


houſhold, his armic, his 
heart (they had wept till 
wearic of weeping) Locin 
two orthree dayes hee can 
make up all againe. 

A If _—_—_— bee os 
itter, and ſtinging, an 
laſting to our =. ne Hara 
fore diſcouragement, looke 
up, and ſee, and God'can 
over-top all theſe ſorrowes 


the 
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a8" Ziklag- 4 
the bittereſt. c 

hee hath i - 
tions- than * there 'bee' af. 
fidtions-: 'ag/one abounds 
fo the other. He hath ſtron- ' 
ger confolations' than af 
fKidions';' kee-'can- make 
a" Paid. for the prefent 
fly, ?ſal. 94. 19,'and for 
the time paſt , Tis .good 
I have beene aificnd; 
| 2nd: for the future; 'Theu _ 19, 
| wilt bee! my@uide/tathe © 77 
death, andſoreceive mee | 
welory : : yea hecan make 

'& - Privy 10- 1ro0n 

+ Pani kg C——_ — ag 
; Martyr rejoyce' in fuffe- 

, Hebrew, 10. Why + 
then if in» God miy ever - 
be found" that which will | 
C anlywer 
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comfort ſtill to be had. - :- 
Uſe, Now -then (Bre- 


i1nwives.; theſe-benot. al. 


be " doe {ſometime mint- 


- but i-}J = # 0y;A is con- 


.Fort,and joy to be found ; 


anſwer our wants, ſupply 
all our -griefes ,* there's 


thren) is not this God 
worth the having ?. You 
cannot:;alwaies haye com- 
fort in wealth ,' comfort 
in. health , . comfort --in 
ncighbours, :in children, 


waies ;-theſe,. while they 
ſter matter of griefe ; yea, 
ſometime. their - life' and 
Ts :doth diſcourage: 
Nant peace, conftantcom<- 
Hee-:is conſtantly: good, 


'great, true; &c, -Oh get 
IG | him - 


ll 
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-'S | * gethim, and you haveall ; 
- | - cothewhatwillcome; the ]- 


vt ZiRag: &i 
bim ; how:ever you-doe, 


changes not; his:comforts 
arc ſtire ; nevericcafe:ſeck- 
ing 3 begging T heanog, 
conferring, : till his: Image. 
be ſet upon-yqu, ,abd-your 
bearts: aflured; of his loye;: 
You haye'feene*the cons! 
forts ofthe world; you ſee 
how altciſternes faile you, 
$06'tg9 the,tountaline z: in) 
the wordiobfogd;:irthe 
bouſe of God,inthe favour 
of; God, you ſhall . have 
comfort , in his light yg 
ſhall ſee light, when others 
nothing but darknes rouhd 
about. Ohthen thpn that 
licteſt in darkenelle, inths 
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in the''darkenefte: of finne; 
ion; darknelsofpovyerty;; 


lighe, none wirkin thee, 
none withont thee, 'nune 


Ok the' Bgbo;- ſtand | _ 
comforts, dead? COnpa- 


, for Sai 


davkeneſſe: of temptation, 
in the darkeneſſci of affli- | 
debr';-thou: that feeſt' nw; | 


from -the'1dead; - Edead: | 


nions, | dead' workes') and | 
55 L'6-x'v ſhallgivethee | 
« vl! P11 114 «e FIOFINO? | 
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| themſelves for comfort? 


Surely, joy iscomely, and 


| iris their part to rejoycein 


God. 

object. Oh but how 
can wee in {ad} times, 
in the middeſt .of ſor- 
row:2-,., -- 

Anſw. How: did the 
Apoſiles 2 they xcjoyced 
inthe ſtockes;- 

objettion, True in calc 
of perſecution, :' but how 


{ ſhould wee in allllic- 
| ON. 


LAnſw. FA doth Da- 


| wid? Hee had-loſt wiſe, 


childe , all; yet hee-cqm-- 
forts himſclte; in what, 
when. all was gone? [1A 
God, in him was alls 

C 3 and 


Shire, 


Davids Comfort 
and ſo longas God ſtood 
to him,all ſtaid with him. 

Objeft, But what if fin 
have haled afflictions on 
us ? 

Anſwer, David was | 
not cleare, yet in God | 
is comfort then; comfort, 
becauſe hee is gracious and 
ready.to pardon. 

Object, Yea but what 
if the miſery becommon, 
not" particular and pert® 
nall e + 
©Anſw. Such was Da- 


1as,yer he comforts him- 
{elfe; Why God can heake 


a"Towne as ſoon as a Man; 
a Shire as ſoon as'a Town; 
+Kingdome as foon as a 


objett, 


at Ziklap. - 
Objection, Yea , but 


what if ones caſe be deſpe- 


rate ? 
CAnſw. So was Da- 
vids to mens judgements: 


| houſes burnt, goods gone, 
| the enemie was gotten 


into poſleflion; and yet 
David comforts himſelfe 
in God, And in truth, 
there's no mans caſe, e- 
ſtate, .loule, deſperate 
to God : if wee were no- 
thing , hee could make us 
ſomething 3 it worſe than 
nothing ,. he could repaire 
US: 

o6jed... Yea, but what 
if nothing left - 

Anſm, Yet if God 
left, all is well, all is in 


C 4 him; | 


Hab:$. 


Davids Comfort 
him ; all power, all wiſe- 
dome.all wealth,comfort, 
SC. 

objett, But the times 
are exceeding hard. 

4nſw. But God is as 
kinde, as rich as ever; hea- | 
wen as full, grace and com- 
fortas cheap. 

0b; et: 07. But when 
poyertie pinches, need 
preſfes , what comtort 
then 2 

iſm. Yes,the conſo. 


lations of God are ſtrong:: 


thoſe croſſes that ſeeme | 
to ſwallow you, ſhall.be 


very ſufferable, if youflye 


to him, Oh then |fiye to 


him by faith, ſay -as Ha- 


bak. ult, Thoueh the Fig- 
tree, 


| xree,, (Fc. yet will 7 16s 


-- til 48. 
Joyce .in the Lord. Fly 
by Prayer, and one faith- 
full prayer will ſhake off 
theſe yokes as. 'cafily as 
Sarpſen did his bonds. 
Fly to the Ward, ;and 
ſome Tychicus will -com- 
fort your: hearts, . as Saint 
Panxl - ſaith. . . Some . one 
promiſe- or -other , will 
ſettle:you beyond expe- 
Ration. | 

.0bjet..O but what if 
God himſclfebe a terrour, 
not a comfort? | 

Anſw. The, Word ſpea- ' 
keth bloud not peace ; yet 
reconcile .thy 1elte to 
God, caſt out finne, caſt - 

C5 thy. 


Pal.8 5.3 
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thy lelfe upon his mercie : 


Tay, If any mercie or com- 


fort inthe. world , "tis in 
God; therefore to- him Ile 
gae, there Ile lie at his 
parc,thiough he kill me, Ile 
truſt inhim. 

object, But: what if 1 
have done ſo, and yerfinde 
no comfort ? | 

Anſw, Walt , hear- 
ken, tor the Lord will 
ſpeake peace to his, 8c. 
Hee that truſted” in him 
never was aſhamed. Heare 
then thou that lookeſt in: 
to thy Barne, and: there's 
no comfort, Corne is 
gone; into- thy purle; 
there's no comfort, mo- 
ney is gone ; into thy cup- 


board. 


at LING. 
board, there's no comfort, 
bread is. gone; unto thy 
children, there's no com- 
fort, thy owne fleſh and 
bone is gone; into thy 
heart, and there's nocom- 
fort, hope and joy is gone; 
unto thy friends'and land, 

and behold darknefle and 
ſorrow ,- Eſay 5. the laft 
verle. Yet looke upward 
to heaven, there comfort 
growes; to Chriſt, there's. 
comfort | treaſured 3 to 
God, and there the foun- 
taine is as full as everz con- 
clude, God is mine, and 
therefore comfortis mine; 
hee is comfort without 
bread, without friends, 


Next. 


without life, 


[1avias. lig1 WY t © 


ftrefle. 


\{pend time 'in whining}, 
renting, muſing-; but wee 
muſt -conſult., and -caft 
what's :beſt to be:done : 
The people doe the one, 
David the other. 'So 7Ja- 
| cob,” Geneſ,42. Tt, So the 
Bx0d-10., Ppyptianrs tO Pharath: 
7 $am62..the Philitims in. Same: 
'And 'Ephraims folly 'is 


ſtand til at the bitth,'#o/. 
13.13. But I prcfle not 
this ': onely for Ule thus 
much: | 

Uſe, Weare in-Davids 
ftraight (in a ſenſe) the 
people 


Next, David conſults 
with God 4a - tizne. of di». 


Dot?. Wee '\muſtrnot - 


. hereintaxed,thar he would 


| 
| 


 &t Liklay | 
people weepe till »they 
can 'WeePe- no more, their 
ſoules be bitter for {onnes - 
and daughters; yea too . 
many -ſpeake -almoſt :of 
ftoning (every, David, 
'whom they © conceive ito 
bee an occaſion -of itheir 
miſery : 'What-muſt wee 
doe ? © Surely David is a 
ood parerne ; firſt, hee 
comforts himſelfe in God, 
ſo muſt wee, , elſe our 
wits 'bee not ' our owne,, 
'NOr graces , :WEe' Can nei 
ther ſpeake to God 'nor 
man; diſcouragement robs. 
a'man of all: ſecondly, 
David goes to Gods Or- 
dinances, Gods \Word, 
Gods mouth , askes|Gods 
adyice ; 
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advice; ſo muſt we, heare 
what God ſaith, what hee 
calls for; and. hee calls 
for more faſting, ſubmiſ- 
fion, calls vs from our 
feaſts, faſhions, laces, &c. 
Thirdly, David forthwith 
- executes what God ſpeaks, 
ſo muſt wee; you have 
'been told that this expence 
in feaſting, in building, in 
houſhold: ſtuffke, braverie 
for your ſelves & children, 
abuſe of plentie would 
beggar. you; , beleeve it 
now, confefle, amend it: 
.and wee tcl] you now, you 
muſt ſtoope that are poore, 
you muſt help that. are 
rich; doe it, &c. Bur if we 
ſhould now, it were too 
late, 


at Ziklag-- 
late. No, God can fetch 
Ziklag  againe when "tis 
gone, if ſought unto. Bur 
what may bee done © You 
have heard (beloved) ris 
not in vain to ſeek to God : 
2. Seek to God with tears; 
faſtings, out with your 
ſinnes, downe with your 
hearts, yeeld, yeeld,” and 
acknowledge abuſe of 
plentie : 3. Ulle policie; 
and provide as David did ; 
Wotke, the maine defect 
is from want of work : *tis 
| in vaine to ſpeak of bring- 
.ing downe markets, 'un- 
leflethere be imployment. 
Were Barley at two ſhil- 
lings, if men have nor 
work, *tis all one ; there- 
fore. 


Davids. omfort 
foreyoupoore, bewilling 
to-worke for bread.z you 
rich, ſtudy to finde worke : 
'tis impoſſible to. imploy 
all. . Thus .doe, .you that: ! 
haye-meney, .doe nor. (out 
of fares) hoord .it, pro- 
duce, imploy. it, and bring 
not. certaine .. milchiefes 
upon / uncertaine ,feares : 
2. you that have! Wooll, 
Hempe,.8&c., now et it 
out,&c. .3. you: that, have 
land, love tillage; ,men 
may diſcourſe, but .with- 
our: tillage ſuch a land as - 
this cannot . ſtand: : love 
houſec-keeping, *tis better 
keepe men. as fervants,ra- 
ther than as rogues, as 
maſters: 4+ youthat have 
IMCANES ; 


, At Hiking. 
meanes without land, help 
to ſow the land that this 
yeare will lye untilled and 
unſowne, without. helpe , 
and make' fome (baxgaine 
with pooce men,&c. Why 
but there 45s not imploy» 
ment for halte, Yet againe; 
Why but there's no mo- 
Ne; , there's lirtle. | Yet 
there might bee more,.if 
pride in lace , plate, 8c 
might downe, .itunbelicfe 
didinotbeare the keyes of 
their coffers that havema» 
ny houſes. Suppoſe there 
were leſle money ,. pay 
men in Corne,, iBread ; 
Cloath, :&c. But there's 
no: warke, No,'looke'to 
TR your 
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your fields, were ditches . 
ſcoured, mar.ſhes drat- 
ned, lands ploughed in 
many - fields, - it would 
quit coſt -: looke to your 
high-wayes, all the poore 
inthe Countrey be ſcarce 
enough to gather and lay 
Kones in them for ſome 
weekes, &c. Put we have 
not to pay them. I anſwer 
-once for all, Better keeps 
them working, than beg. 
ging and wancting-: kept 
they muſt bee, and if they 
catch -a haunt. of idling 
and roguing, they'l 'bee 
paſt all ſhame, all worke, 
all thiifr, all grace, and 
wee ſhallall rue it: There- 
fore. 
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at Ziklag. 
fore if: you' know better 
meanes , . uſe. them, and 
ſet your wits on worke, 
that ſomething may bee 
done,&c. 
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